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4.2

Part:


Emergency Procedures

Subject:

Incident Safety Officer

POLICY 


It shall be the policy of the Stoughton Fire Department to establish a Safety Officer at all incidents. The Safety Officer should be in place as soon as possible. Until a Safety Officer has been appointed, safety is the responsibility of the Unit Officer or Firefighter in charge. However all members are responsible to work and act in a safe manner. 

The Safety Officer of the Stoughton Fire Department shall respond immediately to emergency incidents that may include but not limited to Box 5, MCI’s, Structural Collapse and Confined Space Incidents.  

The Safety Officer is a sector of the Incident Command System. In the absence of the Stoughton Fire Department Safety Officer, an alternate shall be assigned the duties and responsibilities of the position that requires immediate attention. 

The checklist for the Safety Officer or his/her alternate will be in C-5. 

(See attachment)

PROCEDURE


The role of the Safety Officer would be to operate a safety sector at an emergency incident. The safety sector could be comprised of the Safety Officer alone or with additional members assigned to assist in providing the level of safety supervision appropriate for the magnitude of the incident and the hazard associated with it.

The Stoughton Fire Department Safety Officer has the authority and the responsibility to cause immediate correction of situations that create an imminent hazard to personnel. At an emergency incident, where activities are determined to be unsafe and involve an imminent hazard, the Safety Officer shall have the authority to alter, suspend, or terminate those activities; some activities may include proper use of P.P.E., structural stability, backdraft or flashover potential. The Safety Officer shall immediately inform the Incident Commander of any action taken to correct imminent hazards at an emergency scene. The Safety Officer should also be aware of the increased need for rehabilitation when crews are operating with SCBA.
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4.2

Part:


Emergency Procedures

Subject:

Incident Safety Officer


PROCEDURE
(Continued)



At an emergency incident where the Safety Officer identifies unsafe activities, conditions, operations, or hazards that do not present an imminent danger, the Safety Officer shall take appropriate action through the Incident Commander to mitigate or eliminate the unsafe action, condition, operation, or hazard. Structural stability should be constantly monitored.

The Safety Officer should ensure that a Rapid Intervention Crew is in place and that they are fully equipped with the appropriate protective clothing, protective equipment, SCBA, and any specialized rescue equipment that might be needed given the specifics of the operation. (See Policy 4.8)

